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SALVATION BELONGS TO THE LORD

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Jonah 2:1-10

Context

Jonah has fled to Tarshish, because He doesn’t want to 
follow God’s call to Nineveh. But God pursues him until 
God has Jonah right where He wants him – in the belly of 
the fish and at His mercy. This chapter describes Jonah’s 
prayer from the belly of the fish, but the prayer is a prayer 
of thanksgiving that Jonah gives reflecting on how he 
cried out to God from the depth of the ocean.

Observation and Meaning

• Where was Jonah praying from? How does vs 6-9 help 
us understand how Jonah viewed being swallowed by 
the fish? Was the fish God’s judgment or salvation? 

• In verse 3 Jonah recognizes that God Himself cast 
him into the deep. How does Jonah respond to God’s 
discipline (v1,4,7)?

• How effective is Jonah’s prayer? What verses help you 
see that?

• What does Jonah realize about his underlying reasons 
for running from God in vs 8? 

• What does Jonah realize about God’s salvation in vs 
9? How does his realization of God’s steadfast love 
lead him to turn away from his idols? 

• Some have said that “Salvation belongs to the Lord” 
(v9) is the shortest summary of the whole message 
of the bible. Do you agree? What do you think Jonah 
means when he says this?

• What commitments does Jonah make to God after 
seeing God’s mercy towards him?

Big Idea

God’s discipline is intended to lead us to turn to Him, 

be transformed by His grace, and then follow Him 

wholeheartedly. 

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God pursues us in His love in order that we might see 

His holiness as well as His grace and mercy and commit 

ourselves to following Him wholeheartedly. 

Sermon Outline

1. Coming to terms with the Lord (v1-4)

2. Returning to the Lord (v2-9) 

3. Imperfect repentance and the salvation of the Lord 

(v10)

Application

• When have you experienced God’s discipline and 

how did you later come to see it as a sign of His love 

for you?

• How does understanding God’s steadfast love 

(salvation belongs to the Lord) lead you to turn from 

‘worthless idols”? 

• How would properly understanding that “salvation 

belongs to the Lord” help you to sacrifice to God, 

and commit your life (make vows) to Him?

• What is God calling you to do in obedience to Him 

today? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


