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SEEING AND FOLLOWING OUR SERVANT KING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Mark 10

Context

Since Mark 8, Jesus has been foretelling His death 

explicitly to the disciples as He reveals more and more 

clearly the upside-down nature of God’s Kingdom. This 

chapter records the last healing miracle in the Gospel of 

Mark before Jesus’ arrival at Jerusalem.

Observation and Meaning

• Once again, the Pharisees confront Jesus to test Him. 

What is their real problem, according to Jesus in v5-

12?

• Observe Jesus’ interaction with the rich young man 

in v17-22. Why does the rich young man approach 

Jesus? How does he end up walking away?

• In contrast, observe Jesus’ interaction with the blind 

beggar in v46-52. Why does the blind beggar approach 

Jesus? How does he end up following Jesus?

• How do v23-28 and v35-41 reveal to us that the 

disciples do not understand Jesus again and again? 

What do Jesus’ patient responses to them in v27, v45 

and v33-34 tell us about the gospel of grace?

Big Idea

Jesus’ redemptive work on the Cross enables us to see 
and come to Him as children. We respond to His mercy 
and grace by following our Servant King whole-heartedly.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Jesus is the promised Messiah of God’s covenant with 
Israel. He has come to save sinners by His death and 
resurrection, and He calls us to follow Him.

Sermon Outline

1. The three things that harden our hearts and blind us 
from following Jesus
a. The lust of the flesh (v1-12)
b. The riches of this world (v17-31)
c. The desire for glory (v35-45)

2.  The two requirements of following Jesus
a. Faith like a child (v13-16)
b. Dependence like a blind (v46-52)

3.  The one way of following Jesus – the Cross (v32-34)

Application

• How are our hearts often hardened and blinded by 
the lust of the flesh, the riches of this world, and the 
desire for glory?

• What must we do as a community to guard one 
another against these things so that we follow Jesus 
together faithfully to the end?

• How does Jesus’ patient commitment to the disciples 
and laying down of His own life motivate us from the 
heart to do the same for others?

• What are some specific ways that we can lay down 
our lives and serve others at RHC?

• How does Mark 10 encourage us to love Jesus more?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


