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FOLLOWING THE GLORIOUS KING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Mark 9

Context

Mark 8 has been a turning point in Jesus’ ministry, as he 
is revealed as being the Christ. Jesus has also taught what 
it means to follow Jesus. Immediately after Peter makes 
this confession, Jesus explains that he will have to suffer 
and due and die and rise again, and that his disciples must 
likewise be willing to pick up their crosses and follow 
Jesus. In this section, Jesus gives some disciples a glimpse 
into his future glory, and then teaches them about true 
greatness in the Kingdom. 

 Observation and Meaning

• The disciples are probably troubled by news that 
Jesus must suffer (Chapter 8 and 9.12). In what way is 
this transfiguration designed to assure them?

• What are the parallels between the event in Mark 
9.1-8 and Exodus 34?

• Why do you think Jesus tells them not to talk about 
this until his resurrection? What will they only 
properly understand about this event once Jesus has 
died and risen?

• What does Jesus teach about the strength of our faith 
in Him and our devotion to prayer in v14-29?

• How does Jesus turn around the understanding of 
greatness in the Kingdom in v34-37? How seriously 
are disciples supposed to take sin in v42-48? What do 
these two sections teach us about discipleship?

Big Idea

Jesus is the one who comes in fulfillment of God’s 
purposes to bring humanity into the full glory of His 
Kingdom. We enter into this glory by seeing him, 
believing him, and following in His steps.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Christ has come as a humble King to serve his creation in 
order to bring them under his rule, where he will reign 
in glory forever. 

Sermon Outline

1.  Seeing Jesus as the glorious one who must
     suffer (v1-18)
2.  Believing in Jesus wholeheartedly (v19-29)

3.  Following Jesus (v30-50)
• By being servants (v30-37)
• By hating sin (v42-50)

Application

• How does the promise of future glory with Jesus 
enable you to willingly lay down your life to follow 
Jesus? 

• How demonstrably strong is your faith in Jesus? Do 
you believe he can do all things? How can you work 
to strengthen your prayer life so that your faith in 
Jesus is strengthened?

• In what ways do you pursue greatness other than 
how Jesus lays it out in this chapter? What kind 
of greatness must you stop pursuing as a result of 
reading this chapter, and how is Jesus calling you 
rather to live? Give concrete answers.

• Jesus takes sin very seriously in this passage. What 
sin are you tolerating in your life, and what does it 
mean for you to ‘cut it off’? Tell someone about this 
and act on this immediately.
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


