
Study Guide 10 July 2016
the rejection of the king and his followers

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Mark 6

Context

Jesus has just demonstrated his authority over demonic, 
healings, and nature. We have seen the contrasting 
responses of people to Jesus, some pressing in with 
faith and other laughing in disbelief, or begging him to 
depart because they do not want his authority. Now we 
get a deeper glimpse into the response to Jesus, both 
from family (rejection), rulers (persecution) and disciples 
themselves (hard hearts).

 Observation and Meaning

• Vs 2 makes it plain that Jesus’ family rejected him 
despite knowing he did miracles and had wisdom. 
Why were they offended at him? 

• Immediately after this rejection Jesus sends out 
his disciples. What does he prepare for them in his 
charge? 

• What are we being shown regarding godly people 
facing persecution in vs14-29? How does Herod’s 
execution of John foreshadow what will later happen 
to Jesus?   

• What are the accounts of the feeding of the 5000 and 
walking on water supposed to tell us about Jesus? 
(See Exodus 16 and Job 9.8)

• How do the disciples respond to this (v49, 52), and 
what does this tell us about not only the rejection of 
Jesus but the resistance that even his own disciples 
show?

Big Idea

Just as Jesus is rejected by many, so we his followers 
can expect persecution and rejection. But Jesus faced 
this in order that we might be saved from our unbelief, 
which is why we can confront the fact that we too are 
unbelieving disciples who need Jesus to accomplish our 
salvation for us entirely.  

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

The rejection by Jesus’ own people and persecution by 
rulers and unbelief of disciples foreshadows the ultimate 
rejection, persecution and hardness of heart Jesus will 
face as his mission reaches it’s climax at the end of his 
life. This rejection is in order that we might be reconciled 
to God.

Application

• Simply acknowledging Jesus’ power and wisdom is 
not sufficient (v2). Have you received Jesus, or are 
you offended at him? What is the evidence of you 
truly receiving Jesus?

• Disciples are send out to witness, but are told 
to expect rejection at times. Are you faithful in 
witnessing or does fear of rejection prevent you from 
obeying Jesus’ command to go and make disciples?

• John demonstrates that living a righteous life and 
speaking ‘truth to power’ can lead to persecution. 
Are you intimidated by the world, or are you 
confident to act and live righteously before God 
despite what it will cost you?

• Herod ‘heard John gladly’, seeming to enjoy his 
preaching but didn’t ultimately believe Him. Do you 
only enjoy Christian sermons and community, or are 
you really putting your faith in Jesus?

• Where is your heart hardened to Jesus? Do you 
understand he came as God to save you, and what 
areas of your life still need to be transformed by full 
faith in Him?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


