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PRAYING FOR GOD’S TRUE BLESSING

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) method 
to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Psalm 67

Context

This psalm fits in a collection of Psalms that describe 

God’s providence over all the earth (Psalms 65-68). It 

shows that God’s blessing of His people is for the sake of 

the nations.

 Observation and Meaning

• How do the phrases “gracious” and “face to shine” 

help us think about the kind of blessing God has in 

mind here? (See Gen 1.28, Gen 12.1-3, Num 6.22-27, 

Gal 3.10-14)

• How does this blessing of God’s face / presence come 

to us now? (Gal 3.10-14)

• What are the two things about God which should be 

known among the nations (vs2?)

• What does v2 says the broader purpose of God’s 

blessing in v1 is, and what does this lead to in vs3?

• V4 describes a state in which all the earth rejoices 

in God. What are the various aspects of God’s rule 

described in this Psalm?

• What is the rightful response of all the people to 

God’s blessing?

Big Idea

God blesses His people with the true blessing of His 
face shining upon them. This gracious work of God is in 
order that through His people, the nations might come 
to know of His salvation and rejoice under His just rule. 

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

The blessing of God spoken over man at His creation 
(Genesis 1.28) was subsequently lost through sin. Whilst 
man searches for glimpses of this blessing other places, 
God comes to restore us to this blessing of relationship 
with Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Sermon Outline

1. The blessing you should earnestly pray for (v1)

2. The effects of receiving this blessing (v2-3)

3. The ultimate goal of all true blessing (v4-7)

Application

• How does this Psalm change your view of the kind of 
blessing you should seek?

• How has God’s salvation in Christ saved you from 
seeking false versions of blessing? 

• Is your life being lived in a way that displays the ‘way’ 
and ‘saving power’ of God? If not, what changes 
should you make?

• How glad are you to come under God’s rule and 
care?

• How is God calling you now to make his way and 
salvation known among the nations? 
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


