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ABIDING IN CHRIST FAITHFULLY TO THE END

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

1 John 2:12-27

Context

1 John addresses believers affectionately, calling them 

God’s children who walk in the light. This assurance 

would enable believers to overcome worldly temptations 

and discern deceptions.

 Observation and Meaning

• What do verses 12-14 tell us about the hope and 

promise we have in Christ?

• In light of God’s love, what do verses 15-17 tell us? 

Why is it important for us not to lose sight of this 

caution against worldliness?

• Read verses 18-27 carefully. What do these verses 

tell us about the antichrists and how they can be 

identified?

• In contrast, what do verses 18-27 tell us about those 

who are truly in Christ?

• How would verses 12-14 provide the strength and 

encouragement necessary to heed the exhortation 

of verses 15-17 and warning of verses 18-27?

Big Idea

The good news of Christ’s victory and eternal promise is 

everything that His children would need to abide in Him 

faithfully against worldly desires and deceptions.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God has set apart a people for Himself from the beginning 

of time. In the last days between Christ’s first and second 

coming, they will stand on His eternal promise firmly and 

abide in Him faithfully to the end.

Application

• John argues that the pleasures of this world are 

fleeting and enticing. How do you see this in your 

culture and the people around you?

• Spend some time reflecting on the lusts of the flesh, 

the desires of the eyes, and pride in possessions. Are 

there any areas in your life where these temptations 

are waging war? How does the gospel empower you 

to fight against them?

• John urges believers to abide in the timeless message 

of the gospel (verses 24-25) and not to add anything 

to Christ (verse 27). What are some popular false 

beliefs that seek to compromise the sufficiency of 

Christ?

• How are we to encourage one another at RHC against 

worldly desires and deceptions?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


