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EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR LOVE AND MATURITY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

1 Corinthians 14

Context

In this letter, Paul is writing to encourage and admonish 
the Corinthians who have elevated spiritual gifts over 
spiritual maturity. Rather than using the gifts for the 
Giver’s purpose and glory, the people are using them 
to draw attention to themselves. Thus, Paul reminds 
them that it is the Holy Spirit who works in them and His 
purpose is for the building up of the church.

 Observation and Meaning

• How does the earlier chapter, 1 Cor 13, provide the 
context and definition of the “love” in 1 Cor 14:1?

• According to 1 Cor 14:1-12, how are love and spiritual 
gifts related to one another in the church?

• The Corinthian church seems to dichotomise spiritual 
experience from the fruitful use of the mind. How 
does Paul address that in 1 Cor 14:13-19?

• In 1 Cor 14:21, Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11 to highlight 
that tongues are actually a sign of God’s judgement 
against the unbelief of His people. How are 
tongues redeemed in the Gospel for God’s purpose 
of salvation for the nations (refer to Acts 2 and 
Revelation 7:9-10)? In light of that, according to 1 
Cor 14:22-25, how should this gift be practised in 
the church?

• According to 1 Cor 14:26-32, how should prophetic 
revelations be handled in the church? Why?

• Paul summarises the entire chapter in the last two 
verses. What do you think is his main point here? 
How does this inform us about the most important 
purposes of Christian gatherings?

Big Idea

The Holy Spirit provides believers with divine revelation 

and biblical discernment from God for the purpose of 

loving and building up the church towards godly maturity.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God has created a people for Himself, that He dwells in 

by His Spirit. God’s life in the midst of His people through 

His Spirit empowers them to serve one another and live 

as an eschatological people, awaiting His return.

Applications

• How do you feel about the spiritual gifts of tongues 

and prophecies, based on past experience and 

understanding? How are you personally encouraged 

or challenged by this passage?

• How would you steward and practise spiritual gifts 

for the building up of RHC? 

• How can we grow to be a mature church that is 

eager to seek God’s guidance through both objective 

biblical knowledge and subjective divine revelation? 

How should we guard ourselves against the abuse of 

spiritual gifts, while still zealously pursue them?

• How should we be praying for one another at RHC, in 

light of this passage?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


