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THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT AND THE BODY OF CHRIST

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

1 Corinthians 12

Context

In 1 Cor 12 Paul is writing to correct the Corinthians who 
seem to be abusing the gifts of the Spirit and using them 
as badges of honour, rather than as gifts to build up 
the church body. The church is one body of which each 
member is a part, and each member plays a role that is 
necessary for the body to be healthy. It’s the Spirit that 
works and empowers the various members of the body 
for the common good.

Observation and Meaning

• What does Paul say in verse 4-6 and what 
misconceptions do you think he is trying to address?

• Paul refers to spiritual ‘gifts’ in verse 4. What does 
‘gift’ imply? How does verse 11 help us understand 
this in greater detail? 

• Verses 8-1 and 27-30 are not exhaustive lists of gifts 
in the New Testament. What other lists are there? 
How do they compare with these? 

• What is the purpose of these gifts of the Spirit (v7)? 
How do you think that each of these gifts can be 
used for ‘the common good’ (vs7)?

• What are Paul’s three main points in verses 12 - 26? 
How do these points further underline the main 
point he has already made in verse 4-11?

Big Idea

Christians have been baptised into one body and are 

unified by the Holy Spirit who empowers each member 

with gifts to build up the church.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God has created a people for Himself, that He dwells in 

by His Spirit. God’s life in the midst of His people through 

His Spirit empowers them to serve one another and live 

as an eschatological people, awaiting His return.

Applications

• How have you felt about ‘gifts of the Spirit’ in the 

past? How does this passage challenge or confirm 

any understanding you have had about these gifts 

in the past?

• Does this passage stir in you a desire to have the 

Spirit empower you to serve the body? What gifts 

has the Spirit given you for the common good?

• How should you pray for RHC in the light of this 

passage?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


