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YOUR AGENDA OR GOD’S PURPOSE?

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

James 4:13-17

Context

Life is short and unpredictable, and therefore James 

encourages us not to plan according to our own agenda, 

but to plan with God’s purposes in mind. 

Observation and Meaning

• Look at the previous verses in Chapter 4.  Why does 

James say conflict arises out of sinful passions?  Why 

does he say that God opposes the proud but gives 

grace to the humble?

• In verse 14, why does James say that our lives are 

like mist? 

• In verse 15, what does James say we ought to say 

when making plans; why does he say this?  

• According to verse 17, what is the right thing that we 

are supposed to do?

Big Idea

James is not against planning or business, but rather 

James is speaking out against planning that omits 

any reference to God’s purpose and will for our lives. 

Assuming a certainty to our plans without reference to 

God is sin, masking a self-sufficiency and arrogance that 

is in fact, prideful.

Bible’s storyline

Once we are redeemed and becoming sanctified by 

becoming one of God’s people, we need to put our faith 

into action in all areas of our lives.  This is both obeying 

God and living wisely.  The heavenly wisdom found in 

this passage by James instructs us how to live good, holy 

and obedient lives to God.

Applications

• What has God placed a burden on your heart for and 

what excuses have you made to avoid doing what 

you think you should do?

• How can we have a mindset that wisely recognises 

the unpredictability of life without creating a sinful 

attitude of living just for today?

• What are some practical ways we can submit our 

plans to God before carrying them out?

• Complete “The Chapters of Your Life” reflection 

tool and read a passage of Scripture.  What is God 

revealing to you about the roles & responsibilities, 

relationships and shaping experiences that he has 

brought into your life?  What are those life lessons 

that God is teaching you?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


