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THE REASONS:  TO FULFIL THE LAW IN OUR PLACE THROUGH HIS LIFE

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Matthew 5:17-20

Context

This is part of the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus 

expounds the reality of discipleship lived in the presence 

and power of God’s Kingdom in the everyday life of this 

present world. These verses tell us how Jesus relates 

to the Law and the prophets, and provide the key to 

interpreting the rest of His teaching.

Observation and Meaning

• Briefly survey the book of Matthew until this point. 

What are some things that Jesus has revealed about 

Himself and the Kingdom of God so far? What 

are some possible misunderstandings or wrong 

assumptions that He may be trying to address?

• What do verse 18 and 19 tell us about Jesus’s view 

of the Scripture and the Law? How does it influence 

the way we interpret the rest of the Sermon on the 

Mount?

• How would verse 20 possibly be shocking to Jesus’s 

audience? What is His intent of saying that to them?

• How is “righteousness” (verse 20) related to Jesus 

fulfilling the Law (verse 17)?

Big Idea

Christ fulfils the Law by keeping all of God’s commands 

perfectly in His life and paying the penalty that 

Lawbreakers deserve in His death.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

God gave His people the Law and the prophets so that 

they may live according to His way for their good. Christ 

came as the perfect fulfilment of the Law so that sinners 

may attain true righteousness in Him and live by faith.

Applications

• How does this passage shape our attitude towards 

the Bible, especially the Old Testament?

• What are some common misunderstandings on our 

rightful response to Christ’s work that need to be 

challenged by this passage?

• Jesus fulfils the Law by keeping it perfectly in His life. 

He also pays for the penalty of breaking the Law by 

His death on the Cross. What does this mean for us 

now?

• How do we rest in Christ’s finished work and 

fulfilment of the Law, and strive towards righteous 

living daily?

• How do we encourage one another at RHC to live as 

a people of true righteousness in Christ?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


