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THE REASONS:  TO SEEK AND SAVE THE LOST

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Luke 19:1-10

Context

The passage comes just after the account of the rich 
young ruler, who walked away sorrowful, and yet here 
we see a rich man who receives Gods’ grace. It’s really 
highlighting the great grace of God. Luke’s Gospel has 
shown the Messiah who has come to seek and save 
the lost (see Luke 5.30), and in chapter 15 explained 
how there is great joy in heaven over repenting sinners. 
Jericho was a major toll collection point for goods passing 
east and west.

Observation and Meaning

• Jesus seems to be passing through Jericho (v1), but 
then His plans change (v5). Why is this (v10) and 
what does it tell us about Jesus’ priorities?

• What does the passage tell us about Zaccheus and 
how he was viewed by others? (Refer to attached 
article)

• What are some of the obstacles that kept Zaccheus 
from encouraging Jesus?

• How does Jesus remove those obstacles? How does 
the crowd respond to this? How does Jesus’ invitation 
to Zaccheus and the crowds response show us the 
offence of grace and the mission of Jesus? 

• How does Zaccheus respond to Jesus’ pursuit of him, 
and how does this response demonstrate that his 
heart has been changed by grace?

Big Idea

Jesus is the Saviour who has come to seek and save 

the lost. His eager pursuing of sinners like us leads us 

to respond to Him in faith, receiving salvation, having 

our characters transformed, and now are sent out as His 

ambassadors.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Jesus has come to seek and save those who were lost 

through sin, and now urges us to do the same as His 

body here on earth.

Applications

• Are there any people that you think aren’t worthy of 

Jesus’ grace? 

• How does Jesus’ encounter with Zaccheus affect the 

way that you do ministry?

• Who do you want to pursue in order to bring the 

Gospel to? How does Jesus’ willingness to change 

His plans (no longer pass through but actually stay in 

Jericho) affect your willingness to be inconvenience 

to bring the Gospel to others?

• How does Zaccheus’ response to Jesus clarify your 

understanding of conversion?

• If Jesus came to seek and save the lost, and we are 

His body, how should we now live?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


