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THE REASONS:  TO MAKE THE GRACIOUS FATHER KNOWN

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

John 1:14-18

Context

This passage is found in the prologue of John’s Gospel, 
which provides the introduction to the Gospel in which 
Jesus is presented as the eternal, preexistent, and now 
incarnate Word of God. He is shown as being one with 
God, yet also a Son of God. His incarnation is seen as the 
climax of God’s redemptive plan, and the fulfilment of 
the Father’s steadfast love to His people. The Gospel is 
written that we might believe in Jesus.

Observation and Meaning

• How has the Word been described in John 1 so far, 
and why does that previous description of who the 
Word is make verse 14 so striking?

• The word ‘dwelt’ means ‘tabernacled’. How did 
God dwell amongst his people under the Old 
Covenant, and how does this help us understand the 
significance of Jesus’ incarnation?  

• What does John say that Jesus’ glory consists of 
in vs14, and how does this related to God’s glory 
revealed to Moses in Exodus 33.17-34.7? 

• The passage says that God’s grace was seen in the 
law, but that through Jesus we have received grace 
upon grace. How does the grace of Christ surpass 
the grace of the law?

• How does this passage say that God is made known 
to us?

• How does this passage show us the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ? List all the ways

Big Idea

Christ is the Word of God made flesh who has come as 
the full disclosure of the Father’s steadfast love, lavishing 
His grace upon us and revealing the Father to us.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Christ’s incarnation begins the fulfilment of redemptive 
plan as God’s long promised deliverance from sin is 
accomplished through His sinless Son.

Applications

• According to this passage no one has seen God, yet 
there is a way for us to know God. What is that way?

• If Jesus is the fullness of God’s glory, then is there 
any other way we can know God rightly apart from 
Jesus? How does this truth impact the urgency 
of the need for evangelism? What does this truth 
mean that we have to share with others when we 
evangelise?

• We know God because Jesus came and dwelt among 
us. If we want others to know God, what does this 
mean for us going to them and making the gospel 
accessible to them?

• The passage says that Jesus is how we know God. 
1 John 4.12 says that when Christians (who are 
now the body of Christ) love each other, we show 
God to the world. How does this truth impact the 
importance of the local church to you, and help to 
clarify why Christian relationships are so important?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


