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WHERE IS GOD WHEN LIFE HURTS?

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Looking Back

Reflect on what you heard in the sermon on last week’s 

Scripture text.

• What key truths did you learn?

• How will you apply these truths to your life? 

Scripture Text

Genesis 40-41

Context

Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers, is 

suffering in Egypt.  He has been imprisoned because of 

a false accusation by his master’s wife.  But God is still 

with Joseph, and He remains faithful to working out His 

sovereign plans for his people.

Observation and Meaning

1. What were the dreams of the cupbearer and the 

baker?  How did Joseph interpret their dreams?

2. What further disappointment did Joseph experience 

after interpreting the cupbearer’s dream (40:23)?  As 

a result, how long more did Joseph have to remain 

in prison?

3. What dreams did Pharaoh have?  How did Joseph 

interpret his dreams?

4. How was Joseph able to interpret dreams?

5. In these events of Joseph’s life, how did God show 

that He was present?

Big Idea

God is present with His people in all of life, both in good 

and bad times.  He is absolutely sovereign over our 

lives, and He is ever-faithful to work out His plans for His 

people, for our eternal good and His glory.  We can trust 

Him.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Although Joseph’s brothers meant him harm, God used 

it for good.  By sending Joseph ahead into Egypt, God 

saved the lives of Jacob’s family.  Through the innocent 

suffering of Joseph, God preserved the lineage from 

Abraham to Jesus.  He keeps his promise to send His Son 

for the salvation of the world.

Applications

1. Why is it difficult to us to remember that God is 

present with us when life hurts?

2. How do we typically respond to suffering? How does 

the assurance of God’s presence with us change how 

we respond? 

3. How do the truths about God that we learn from 

Genesis 40-41 equip us to encourage others who are 

suffering?

4. How can we, as fellow members of RHC, display 

God’s presence to one another? 

5. What will it look like for us to trust God in the midst 

of tough times?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


