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THE VERY BIG GOD OF THE GOSPEL

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Looking Back

Reflect on what you heard in the sermon on last week’s 
Scripture text.
• What key truths did you learn?
• How will you apply these truths to your life?

Scripture Text

Romans 9 to 11

Context

Having explained the gospel and described its many 
benefits, Paul now turns to address an important 
question: Have God’s promises to Israel failed because 
the Gentiles are believing in Christ, while the Jews are 
rejecting the Gospel?

Observation and Meaning

1. In Romans 9:6a, Paul tells us the main thrust of his 
argument: “It is not as though the word of God has 
failed”.  What reasons does he give for this in vv. 6b-
13? This gives rise to two objections (v. 14 and v. 19). 
What are the two objections, and how does Paul 
address them?

2. What does Paul desire for the Jews (9:1-5; 10:1-4)? 
According to Romans 9:30-11:10, why have the Jews 
not believed the Gospel?

3. In Romans 11:25-32, what does Paul tell us about 
God’s plan for the Jews in the future? Having 
considered God’s plan for humanity, how should we 
respond (vv. 33-36)?

Big Idea

God’s promises to Israel have not failed.  He remains 
faithful to His character and Word.  These chapters 
reveal the greatness of God, revealed in His sovereign 
mercy, saving righteousness, and gracious wisdom.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

In the Old Testament, God made promises to save Israel. 
God is faithful and He will keep His word through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.

Application

1. God is absolutely sovereign in our salvation, as He is 
the one who chooses to have mercy on His people. 
How does the doctrine of election lead to praise, 
humility, and gratitude?

2. What does it mean for us to trust in Christ and to 
“submit to God’s righteousness”?

3. Paul says in 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the word of Christ.” Therefore 
it is necessary that believers be sent to proclaim the 
Gospel to the nations. How can you be a part of the 
work to take the Gospel to the nations?

4. In Romans 11:18, Paul exhorts the Gentiles to be 
humble towards the Jews.  How might we be wrongly 
proud of our salvation?  How can we cultivate true 
humility?

5. Reflect on 11:33-36.  How do these verses encourage 
us to consider the greatness of God?  Think about 
how you can, in a similar way, also praise God.
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


