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DIVINELY CREATED AND DESIGNED FOR GOOD

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
Genesis 1:1-2:3

Context

Genesis provides a macrocosmic view of the Creator 
God’s purposes for the world, as well as how He relates 
with His creation.  It begins with God in the eternity past, 
and sets the stage for everything that follows as the 
foundation of all of Scripture.  It narrates creation and 
the fall, and opens the grand story of God’s redemption 
of the world through Christ.

Observation and Meaning

• What are some words and phrases that are repeated 
throughout Genesis 1:1 to 2:3?  Why are they 
significant in the creation account?

• There is a certain pattern, rhythm and order in how 
God brings about creation for His intended purposes. 
Nothing is random.  What does this purposeful 
design communicate to us about God?

• Isaiah 55:10-11 and John 1:3 echo Genesis 1 in 
stressing an important attribute of God.  What is this 
attribute?  How should it shape our view of God and 
the way we relate to Him?

• In verse 26 to 31, how is humanity portrayed 
distinctively?  What is our distinctive purpose?

• On the seventh day, God rested (Genesis 2:3).  God’s 
holy rest provides hints of the purpose of creation. 
What does this tell us about God?  How does this 
point forward to the rest that Christ would achieve?

Big Idea

God created the heavens and the earth with His Word, 
and divinely designed humanity as His image-bearers to 
rule over creation for His good purposes and glory.

Connecting to the Bible’s storylilne

God is the creator of all things, and humanity is created 
in His holy image to rule over creation.  However, sin 
distorted this image as a result of the fall.  The good 
news is, Jesus, the perfect sinless “image” of God, came 
to redeem humanity from sin so that those who believe 
in Him are recreated and restored to reflect God.

Sermon Outline:

1. God is

2. God speaks

3. God reigns

Application

• When God speaks, there is absolute power and 
authority.  How does this knowledge strengthen 
our conviction to trust and meditate on the written 
Word of God in our lives?

• Humanity is created to rule over creation for God’s 
good purposes.  How does Genesis 1 inform us of the 
way we should relate with creation?

• In Genesis 1, God ordains the fruitful multiplication 
of His image-bearers to fill the earth for His glory.  
How does this purpose unfold through the Gospel? 
How do we apply it today?

• Many people in the world reject the idea of a creator 
and believe everything is here by random chance. 
How would this belief affect the way they interpret 
the meaning of life?  How does believing in Genesis 
change everything?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


