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GUARDING THE FAMILY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Titus 1:10-16

Context

Having explained the role and purpose of elders, Paul 
now explains why it was so important for Titus to set 
order in the church by appointing elders who can teach.  
The reason is that there are many deceivers who are 
teaching things for shameful gain and upsetting whole 
families with their teaching.

Observation and Meaning

• What does vs 10 tell us about wrong teaching?  If 
wrong teaching is simply ‘empty talk that is not 
subordinate to God’s word’, then all of us need to 
be on our guard against spreading wrong teaching in 
our conversations. 

• What is the circumcision party and how is this a false 
teaching (see Galatians)?

• What is the motive of those who teach what is false?

• What does Paul say that the effect of false teaching 
is? 

• What is the fruit of false teaching?

Big Idea

The church is the family of God founded on the truth 
of the gospel.  False teaching undermines the very 
foundation that the church is built upon and thereby 
upsets people and families.

Connecting to the Bible’s storylilne

The gospel is the only hope for the broken world.  Whilst 

it is offensive, any departure from it will not offer the 

hope that it alone can provide.

Sermon Outline:

1. What destroys the family - wrong teaching

2. How wrong teaching destroys the family

• Wrong teaching about the way to salvation

• Wrong teaching about the purpose of salvation

3. Working together for the health of our family

Application

• In what situations are you prone to speak carelessly, 

without being careful that your words are under 

God’s Word?

• Is there any shameful gain that you are looking to 

apart from Christ?  Are you depending upon your 

own good deeds in any way? 

• What ways can you find to proactively speak and 

teach the gospel to others at RHC in order to make 

our family strong?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


