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BECOMING A HEALTHY CHURCH FAMILY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
Titus 2:1-10

Context

Paul has spoken about what founds the family of God 
(the gospel), explained the need to set elders in place to 
be fathers of the family of God, and urged Titus to deal 
with false teachers who would disrupt the family.  Having 
set elders in place and warned against false teaching 
Paul now urges Titus to proactively go about the ministry 
of the Word in the church, encouraging healthy biblical 
relations among members of the church for the good of 
the church.

Observation and Meaning

• What is Paul’s initial instruction to Titus, and how 
does this seem to contrast with everything else said 
in the passage?

• What are the various groups that are addressed in 
this passage, and why do you think Paul singles them 
out?

• What kind of relationships does Paul suppose exist 
in the church in order for these instructions to be 
carried out?

• What does Paul say to each specific group?

• How do our good works adorn the doctrine of 
God (v10) and how does this help to connect what 
Paul tell Titus personally in vs 1 and the rest of the 
passage?

Big Idea

The church is to grow as the Word of God spreads 
through the people of God, demonstrated in good deeds 
which accords with godliness.

Connecting to the Bible’s storylilne

God deals with the problem of our sin by making our 

hearts new through the gospel, which then affects our 

actions and enables us to live new lives before Him to 

His glory. 

Sermon Outline:

1. Teaching that accords with godliness (doctrine)

2. Deep discipling relationships in the church 

(discipleship)

3. Personal responsibility from each family member 

(discipline)

Application

• If you consider your own character, do you feel it 

adorns the doctrine of God?  If not, what aspect of 

Christian teaching do you need to better understand 

and believe in order for it to change your behaviour?

• What is God calling you to work on in your character 

from this passage?

• How can you become deeper imbedded into the 

people of God so that you can both grow in your own 

faith as well as help others grow?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


