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FATHERS FOR THE FAMILY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Titus 1:5-9

Context

Paul has already given the greeting to Titus, which 
shows Titus that the preaching of the word of God 
results in the faith of God’s elect and hence godliness.  
The challenges at Crete such as false teaching, lies, and 
ungodly behaviour mean that it’s imperative for Titus 
to set things in order, which he must do by establishing 
proper leadership in the church (elders).

Observation and Meaning

• Why did Paul leave Titus in Crete?  How was Titus to 
‘set things in order’?

• Apart from the qualifications for elders in the 
passage, what else is said about elders that help you 
to understand the office and role of an elder?

• How would you categorise the various qualifications 
for elders as listed in the passage?  Why do you think 
that these qualifications are given? 

• How do these qualifications for elders help you 
understand the nature of the church?

• Why do you think Paul speaks of elders in plurality, 
and why are the pronouns describing elders all 
male?  How does leadership in God’s church mimic 
leadership in the Christian family?

• Paul talks about the elders ability to handle the 
word, declaring that he must be able to teach it as 
well as defend it.  Why are both of these important?

Big Idea

The church of Jesus Christ is established as an outpost 
in a dark world.  It holds the gospel, which results in 
the faith of God’s people, and then gets worked out in 
godliness.  Because it’s the gospel that does this, those 
who lead in the church must hold firmly to the gospel, 
see it’s affects in their lives, and be faithful towards 
those under their care.

Connecting to the Bible’s storylilne

God is making a people for Himself through the gospel, 
which is the church.  The gospel results in the faith of 
God’s people, producing godliness in the saints, finally 
culminating in their eternal union with God as His 
people forever.  Elders shepherd the church towards this 
purpose.

Application

• Why do you think that the absence of elders could 
lead to a lack of order in the church?

• Given that the character qualifications for elders are 
not exclusively for elders, but for all Christians, how 
can you grow in godliness to this end?  

• Imagine a church where every member was 1) 
crystal clear on the gospel, being able to articulate 
and defend it, 2) was above reproach in all areas of 
their lives and 3) were faithful in leading whatever 
sphere they have been entrusted with.  What kind 
of a church would that be?  How can you minister to 
others in RHC to help us become a church like this?

• In what way is God calling you to be a vital part of the 
‘family of God’ at RHC?

• How can you pray for and encourage the elders at 
RHC?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


