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CHRIST’S RESURRECTION: FACT, CONFIRMATION, HOPE, POWER

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Context

In this passage, Paul has been arguing for the primacy of 

the gospel, declaring that it is Christ buried and raised 

from the dead.  Once Paul has mentioned the resurrection 

of Christ, he explains that many witnesses saw Christ, and 

then argues that without the resurrection Christianity 

would have nothing to offer.  Having defended both the 

historical certainty of the resurrection as well as the 

necessity of it, Paul now explains what the resurrection 

accomplishes for us.

Observation and Meaning

• Why does Paul say that Christ’s resurrection is fact?  

What has he already said in the chapter that leads 

him to this conclusion?

• What term does Paul use to refer to Christ’s 

resurrection?  What does this term mean?

• How is Christ compared to Adam?  In what way are 

they similar, and in what way are they different?

• What is the ‘order’ of the end? 

• What is the final result at the ‘end’ and how does 

Christ’s resurrection enable this?

Big Idea

Christ has been raised, and his resurrection is the first act 

of new life that is breaking into the world through Him. 

Whilst sin entered the world through Adam, life enters 

the world for those who belong to Christ through Christ. 

He is returning to bring life to all who belong to him, at 

which time death will be totally destroyed and he will 

hand the Kingdom over to the Father.

Connecting to the Bible’s storyline

Creation shows God’s glorious rule over all.  Sin destroys 

that, bringing death to bear in the world.  Redemption 

comes through Christ’s life, death and ultimately 

resurrection.  The fact that He conquers death is what 

enables us to come anew into God’s Kingdom.  We wait 

for His return at which point all his enemies will be finally 

destroyed and we will spend eternity with Him under His 

loving rule.

Application

• Do you believe the resurrection to be a fact?

• How does Christ’s resurrection change the way we 

should look for ‘life’ here on earth?

• How does Christ’s resurrection affect the way that 

we view death? 

• How does thinking about the imminent eternal rule 

of God motivate you to bring every area of your life 

under God’s rule now?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


