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MONEY PART 4: STEWARDSHIP AND FOLLY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
Luke 12:35-48

Context
In this series, we will walk us through the scriptures to see 
what Jesus says about money to remove our tendency to 
see it as something we trust in (God) so that we can use 
it as a gift to glorify God.  We want to:
• reorder our relationship to money so we see it as a 

blessing to give rather than receive
• reorder our budget so we become people who give 

generously
This week looks at how Christians are stewards who must 
give an account to the soon returning master.

Observation and Meaning

• What metaphors are used in the passage to describe 
our position before God?

• vv.35-40 includes two parables.  What is the central 
meaning / warning of each parable?

• How does Jesus describe the actions of steward who 
is not expecting his master’s return?

• How does Jesus’ answer to Peter’s question in v.41 
answer the question of who must be ready for the 
Master’s return?

• What are the various rewards and punishments 
described for faithfulness and unfaithfulness in the 
passage?

Big Idea

As servants of God, we have been entrusted with 
responsibilities and resources, which are meant to be 
faithfully stewarded for God until he returns.  Those 
found doing so will be richly rewarded; those who don’t 
will be cast out with the unfaithful.

Sermon Outline

1. Part one: Stewarding in the light of Christ’s return

• Be alert, be ready, be faithful

2. Part two: How does scripture urge us to steward our 
wealth?

• Christians remember that all they have belongs 
to God, and that we will give an account to Him

• Christians plan their expenses and keep track of 
what’s been entrusted to them

• Christians honour the Master of the house with a 
tithe to the local church

• Christians live within their means, content with 
what God has provided them for the life He’s 
called them to live.

• Christians sow towards the Kingdom of God, 
laying up treasures in heaven

• Christians manage their wealth as if Jesus could 
come any day, but plan for a long life on earth

• Christians care for the poor (closer to farer) 
giving anonymously, and lending wisely

Application

• What does it look like for you to live your life awake 
and ready for the Master’s return?

• How will being expectant of his return prevent you 
from having your ‘house’ broken into?  What does 
this mean?

• Consider the 7 ways that scripture urges us to 
steward our wealth.  Which are you strongest at, and 
which do you need to grow in?  How can you take 
practical steps to do so?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


