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MONEY PART 1: TITHING AND FEAR

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Luke 12:4-7

Context

In this series, I want to walk us through the scriptures 

to see what Jesus says about money to remove our 

tendency to see it as something we trust in (God) so 

that we can use it as a gift to glorify God.  We want 

you to:

• reorder our relationship to money so we see it as 

a blessing to give rather than receive

• reorder our budget so we become people who 

give generously

Each sermon will include one of four practices that 

Christians have regarding money, paired with some 

teaching designed to get to our hearts relationship 

with money, from a passage in Luke 12.  The four 

practices that will be covered are:

1. Christians manage their possessions as stewards, 

expecting the Master’s return.

2. Christians live contentedly within their means, 

trusting the Father’s provision.

3. Christians tithe their first-fruits, honouring God 

from whom all provision comes.

4. Christians excel in the grace of giving, being rich 

towards God.

Observation and Meaning

• What does Jesus ask us not to fear / revere? 

• Who does Jesus ask us to fear, and for what 

reason?

• What does the passage say that God is like, which 

leads us to have a different kind of relationship 

with Him?

• According to Deuteronomy 14:23 what is the 

purpose of tithing?  How does tithing do this?

Big Idea

Christians tithe their first-fruits to God in order to 

honour Him from whom all things come, and to revere 

Him (declare Him as Lord) above everything else in our 

lives. 

 Application

• What are you most inclined to fear / revere?

• What do you need to believe about God in order 

to revere Him above all?

• How does God’s love for us relieve our fears?

• How does God’s directive regarding tithing help us 

to revere God above our wealth?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


