
Study Guide 4 January 2015 –  WHOSE HOUSE ARE YOU BUILDING?

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Haggai 1: 1-15

Context

After the exile, God’s people had returned to their land 
through God’s kindness to them, and had begun to 
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple.  The rebuilding of 
the temple was an important sign of God’s presence 
with them, and a sign that they trusted God’s promises 
to them.  However, due to opposition to the work, the 
work on the temple stopped, leaving it uncompleted 
whilst the people pursued building their own homes.  
In this context God sends the prophet Haggai to stir His 
people to return to the work of rebuilding the temple.

Observation and Meaning

• What was the reason the people gave for no longer 
rebuilding the temple, and what were they rather 
devoting their labours too?

• What was the fruit of their devotion? Where else do 
we see this idea being taught in the scriptures?

• What does God command them to do?

• What promise does God give them (vs13), and how 
does this relate to what the temple was supposed to 
symbolise?

Big Idea

We are called to build God’s house.

Connecting to the whole Bible Storyline

God created man to dwell with Him, being His image 
bearers and representatives in this world which is his 
temple.  Sin turned us away from representing God and 
glorifying Him, towards building our own Kingdoms.  
This pursuit of our own glory ironically destroys our 
ability to enjoy life, but God in love has pursued us to 
restore us to Him that we might glory in Him.

Sermon Outline

1. The root of the problem (v2-5)

2. The fruit of the problem (v6-7, 9-11)

3. The only solution (v8)

4. Grace to help us get there (v1, 3, 14)

5. The blessing of building God’s house (v13)

6. What is looks like for us to build God’s house in 2015

Applications

• What does it mean for us to build God’s house and 
how does this tie into the mandate that was given to 
mankind in creation?

• What excuses do we use to keep us from devoting 
ourselves to the building of God’s house?

• We often are tempted to think that our joy comes 
from pursuing our glory, but this passage says that 
when we pursue our glory we lose our joy.  In what 
ways are you pursuing your own glory and what 
would it practically look like to pursue God’s glory 
instead?

• We are only able to prioritize the building of God’s 
house above our own if we live by faith in His 
promises.  What promises of God will give us the 
confidence to live for God’s purposes above our 
own?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


