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Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) meth-
od to work through the biblical text.

Context
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger story line of the whole Bi-
ble, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under 
his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such as 
linking words (e.g. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, nar-
rative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this?

Helpful questions to ask include:
Who is writing and to whom?
What is the situation of the author and of the readers?
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed?

Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing cir-
cumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For ex-
ample: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what differ-
ence does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Jeremiah 33:14-26

Context

The nation of Judah is on the brink of being exiled 

from the land because of its persistent rebellion 

against God. But God remains faithful to his covenant 

promises in the face of his people’s faithlessness. He 

speaks a word of comfort and assurance of future 

hope through his prophet Jeremiah.

Observation and Meaning

1. What will the LORD do to fulfil the promise that    he 

has made to Israel and Judah?

2. Who is the Branch (cf. Isa. 4:2; Zech. 3:8; 6:12)? 

What will he do?

3. What assurance does God give that he will keep his 

promise (vv. 19-26)? 

Big Idea

Although God’s people are faithless, He remains 

faithful to His covenant promises. He will save 

his people through his King and Priest, who shall 

rule with justice and righteousness. God shows us 

lovingkindness through the kindness of his people and 

through his providential care for his people. 

Connecting To The Whole Bible’s Story Line

Jesus Christ fulfills God’s promises to David. He is the 

promised King who comes to establish God’s kingdom 

and to rule forever.

Sermon Outline

I. Two wrong responses:  denial and despair

II. The right response:

1. Trust in the God who saves through his King and 

Priest

2. Trust in the God who keeps his covenant promises

Application

1. In tough times, where do we place our trust and 

hope?

2. What does it mean for us to rely on Christ’s 

righteousness and not our own?

3. Jesus is our King and High Priest.  What implications 

does this have for our lives?

4. What does this passage teach us about God? 

How do these truths help us to find our rest and 

security in Him?
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