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Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) meth-
od to work through the biblical text.

Context
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger story line of the whole Bi-
ble, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under 
his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such as 
linking words (e.g. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, nar-
rative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this?

Helpful questions to ask include:
Who is writing and to whom?
What is the situation of the author and of the readers?
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed?

Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing cir-
cumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For ex-
ample: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what differ-
ence does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

2 Samuel 7:1-17

Context

David wants to build a temple for the LORD, but God 

instead makes a covenant with David and promises to 

establish his dynasty forever.   

Observation and Meaning

1. How did God respond to David’s intention to build a 

temple? What does this reveal about God?

2. What did God promise David? 

3. How is the Davidic covenant related to the other 

covenants mentioned in the Old Testament  

(cf. Gen. 12:1-3; Deut. 17:14-20; 29:10-15; Jer. 

31:31-34)?

4. How are the promises that God made to David 

fulfilled? 

Big Idea

God will raise up an offspring of David to rule as king 

of God’s kingdom forever. This promised king will rule 

with righteousness, and bring about peace and rest for 

the people of God. 

Connecting To The Whole Bible’s Story Line

Jesus Christ fulfills God’s promises to David. He is the 

promised King who comes to establish God’s kingdom 

and to rule forever.

Sermon Outline

1. God graciously provides a king (7:1-9, 11b, 12, 16)

2. The King brings peace and rest (7:10-11a)

3. The King will build God’s house (7:13)

4. The King is God’s Son (7:14-15)

Application

1. What kind of king is Jesus? What does it mean to 

have him as our king?

2. God promises to give his people peace and rest 

through the promised King. How would this truth 

affect how you live now?

3. We enter God’s kingdom by believing in King Jesus. 

How ought we to live as citizens of this kingdom?

4. How do God’s grace and faithfulness encourage us 

in our Christian walk?

© 2014, Redemption Hill Church. All rights reserved. This is a publication of Redemption Hill Church and therefore no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, whether electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, without the permission of Redemption Hill Church. For queries please contact communications@rhc.org.sg.


