
Study Guide 10 August 2014 – A NEW UNITED HUMANITY

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) meth-
od to work through the biblical text.

Context
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular book 
of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger story line of the whole Bible, 
i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live under his 
rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such as link-
ing words (e.g. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, narrative, 
OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern the 
author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this?

Helpful questions to ask include:
Who is writing and to whom?
What is the situation of the author and of the readers?
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed?

Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing circum-
stances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For example: 
Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what difference 
does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text
Ephesians 2.11-22

Context
In Chapter 2 Paul has explained how we individually 
were saved by God’s grace. The pattern of verses 1-10 is 
that we were dead in sin, then God intervened to make 
us alive, and now we live out these new lives as God’s 
workmanship. Verse 11-22 follows this same pattern, but 
instead of looking at it from an individual angle, Paul 
talks about how we are united together as a people in 
Christ. This passage follows the same pattern: We are 
separated through sin, God intervenes in Christ to create 
one new man out of the separated ones, and then we see 
what the implications are.  

Observation and Meaning
• What does Paul consider the problem to be in verse 11-

13? List all the things that Paul states as being markers 
that separated the Gentiles from God’s people.

• What has been accomplished by Christ in this passage? 
• According to Paul, how does Christ’s work remove the 

hostility between Jew and Gentile? 
• What three descriptive terms does Paul use to now 

explain what we have become together with others in 
Christ? What do you think that Paul means by each of 
these three?

Big Idea
Christ’s death brings peace for each of us to God, which 
is the basis of our peace with each other, which means 
we are now fellow citizens, members of God’s household, 
and the new temple of God.

Connecting to the whole Bible’s Story line
Sin had not only separated us from God but also from 
each other. We live in a broken, separated, hostile 
world. Christ’s work does not only reconcile us to God, 
but through that reconciliation we are reconciled to each 
other and now we live as a prototype of God’s new 
humanity.

Sermon Outline
•	The	problem	of	hostility 

 - Separated from God
 - Hostile to others

•	The	way	to	lasting	unity
 - Broken down the barriers we used to judge others
 - Reconciled all of us to God through Christ

•	Our	new	corporate	identity
 - Fellow citizens of God’s Kingdom
 - Members of God’s household
 - The temple of God

Application
•  What ‘boundary markers’ (items you feel superior 

about) do you use to distinguish who are ‘your people’ 
and who ‘aren’t’? 

•  How do you think this hostility works out towards others 
in your own life?  

•  How does Christ’s work as displayed in verse 13-18 
as well as in verse 4-9 undermine your ability to feel 
superior to others? 

•  What does it mean to be a fellow citizen with someone 
else, and what implications does this have for how 
you should treat fellow Christians from different 
backgrounds to yourself?

•  What does it mean to be ‘members of the same 
household’ and what does this mean for the kinds of 
relationships you should have with fellow members of 
RHC?

•  To call the church a ‘holy temple’ means that the church 
is the prototype of the new heavens and earth. How 
does the knowledge that you will spend eternity with 
these fellow believers affect how you interact with 
Christians from different background to you now? 
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