
Study Guide 13 July 2014 – REJOICING IN GOD’S GLORY 

Use the C.O.M.A. (Context, Observation, Meaning, Application) 
method to work through the biblical text.

Context 
Pay attention to the surrounding verses, paragraphs, chapters, events, 
etc. to see how this passage fits within the context of this particular 
book of the Bible.

Note how this passage fits within the larger storyline of the whole 
Bible, i.e. how God is saving a people through Jesus Christ to live 
under his rule in his place.

Observation & Meaning 
Make careful observations of the biblical text. Notice details such 
as linking words (eg. “for”, “if”, “therefore”), repetition, dialogue, 
narrative, OT quotations, etc.

To understand the meaning of the biblical text, we need to discern 
the author’s purpose or intent: Why is the biblical author writing this? 

Guide for Study Leaders

Scripture Text

Ephesians 1.7-14

Context

This is the first section of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 
a letter written primarily to establish believers in 
their identity as Christians and to pursue a manner 
of life based on the gospel that includes unity. In 
the opening section (of which 1.7-14 is a part) Paul 
gives praise to God for His glorious grace, and 
now begins to unpack the sovereign work of God 
in bringing His plan to pass, which should result in 
the praise of His glory amongst those that He has 
redeemed. 

Observation and Meaning

• Paul seems to make it very clear that God is 
firmly in control of the world. List all the verses 
that indicate this. 

• What is God’s plan which has previously been 
hidden but has now been revealed?

• What are all the things that believers have ‘In 
Him’ in this passage? 

• How does this passage indicate that we become 
part of God’s people? 

• What do you think is meant by ‘sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit’? 

• What is the ultimate purpose of all of God’s 
works in this passage? 

Big Idea

Understanding God’s Sovereign power, His eternal 
plan and His good pleasure in taking a people for 
Himself as His own inheritance.

Connecting to the whole Bible’s Storyline
From eternity past God has been working out a 
plan to reconcile all things in heaven and on earth 
to Himself through Christ, in which Christ is both 
the means of our reconciliation to God (redemption 
and forgiveness) and the one whom we come 
under as Lord. God’s people are saved through the 
gospel and become God’s own inheritance with a 
downpayment of the Spirit until God comes to take 
possession of us. 

Sermon Outline
• God’s glory is seen in His sovereignty
• God’s glory is seen in the excellence of His 

eternal plan
• God’s glory is praised by the people He has 

redeemed for Himself

Application
• What comfort does God’s Sovereignty give you, 

and how does that help you face adversities?
• God’s Sovereignty means His plan is certain to 

be fulfilled. How does knowledge of this plan 
shape 
1) decisions that you make in life now, 
2) your boldness to pray ‘let your kingdom 

come, on earth as it is in heaven’
• What would a world ruled by Christ look like? 

Describe it in your group, and then take time to 
pray for God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it 
is in heaven.

• List all the reasons for being confident in the 
security of your salvation if you have believed 
the gospel. 

• How does the passage expect us to respond to 
God’s redemption of His people and sealing 
with the Spirit?
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Helpful questions to ask include:

Who is writing and to whom? 
What is the situation of the author and of the readers? 
Are we made aware of any problems that need to be addressed? 
Are there any repeated themes, or a single idea that holds everything 
together?

Application 
Apply God’s word to the heart. Move beyond merely addressing 
circumstances and behaviour by asking good “heart” questions. For 
example: Why do we do what we do? What do we really desire?

Always connect the gospel to application. For example, what 
difference does knowing Christ make to our obedience to God?

Ask what the passage teaches us about God, ourselves, salvation in 
Christ, the church, the world, etc.


